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Where can you go hunting?

“Department of Conservation” Managed Land
You need to take a valid hunting permit with you 
at all times to legally hunt on land managed by DOC.

Various conditions apply

Private Land
You will need permission, otherwise it is considered poaching.
This includes just walking across the land with your rifle even if you 
don’t intend to hunt on there 



You’ll need a Department of Conservation 
Hunting Permit for DOC Managed Land

• “Open Hunting” Permit 

• “Restricted Hunting” Permits/Areas



How to apply for an Open Hunting Permit

Even with a ballot or restricted permit, you need to have a “DOC hunting 
permit” 

Think of it as a permit to carry firearms on DOC land and then if the area is 
restricted you need permission to go at the restricted time: 

These would be better if they were called Ballot or Special Area Permissions

Apply for this online 
https://huntingpermits.doc.govt.nz/huntingpermits/start

”



How to apply for an Open Hunting Permit

“By using this permit you are agreeing to comply with all the 
conditions under which it is issued. You understand that you 
must carry a valid copy of your hunting permit on you at all 
times when hunting on land managed by DOC. If you are 
carrying a firearm you understand that you must be the 
holder of a valid firearms license”



How long does a Hunting Permit last?



Answer: 4 months

Complete the online application form to 
receive a recreational hunting permit 
valid for 4 months to be able to hunt:-

• Pigs

• Goats

• Deer

• Wallabies

• Chamois

• Tahr 



Permit conditions:

• Each person within a hunting party and intending to hunt must have a 
separate permit

• Permits cannot be transferred to, or be used by, anyone else

• To get a hunting permit (except for possums) a valid firearms licence 
is required.



Standard Conditions….
• Standard conditions

1. This Permit authorises ground based non-commercial hunting of only deer, pigs, goats, wallabies, chamois or thar/tahr within the timeframe specified as "permit validity period", unless otherwise stated in the Special Conditions.

2. The Permit is only valid for the "open zone" area specified as green in the map associated with the permit area (maps are available in the permit application system when an area is selected).

3. Hunters using a firearm must abide by the NZ Police Arms Code and the Arms Act 1983.

4. The following activities are strictly prohibited :
• Hunting during the hours of darkness (1/2 hour after sunset to 1/2 hour before sunrise).
• Hunting with spotlights, torches, vehicle headlights, or any other artificial light source.
• Hunting with any night vision equipment, thermal imaging, infrared or heat detecting devices.
• Attaching a torch or other light source to a firearm.
• Hunting with any shotgun, rimfire rifle, 17 or 22 hornet calibre, air rifle, or tracer and incendiary type ammunition

5. No firearm shall be discharged:
• In the vicinity of huts, tracks, campsites, road-ends or other public places.
• Within 500m of a Great Walk Hut or track. See https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/walking-and-tramping/great-walks/
• In a manner that endangers, frightens or annoys members of the public, or that endangers any property.

6. Only centre fire rifles of calibre .222 Remington or larger may be used for hunting, or crossbows and bows that meet the minimum standard specified by DOC (available at www.doc.govt.nz/hunting).

7. This Permit does not authorise access to any land held under lease or where access is restricted by the Department. For details about land held under lease or restricted areas, contact the nearest Department of Conservation office.

8. This Permit does not allow access over any private land. Permission to cross any private land must be obtained from the land owner or occupier.

9. The Permit does not allow vehicles or dogs to be taken or used for hunting, unless otherwise stated in the Special Conditions above.

10. Carcasses and offal must not be left at, or in the vicinity of, tracks, huts, campsites, or in waterways.

11. This Permit is not transferable and must be produced on demand to any warranted officer, Department of Conservation staff member, or Police officer.

12. Breach of any conditions of this Permit renders this Permit null and void and may result in prosecution.

13. The Department of Conservation may suspend or cancel this Permit for any reason by public notice, notice on the Department's website, email, or letter to the Permit Holder.

• Standard notes

•

• Be a responsible hunter. Follow the responsible hunting code ( www.doc.govt.nz/hunting).
• If you wish to hunt for animals or in a manner that is not covered by this permit, contact the nearest Department of Conservation Office for information on how to apply for a permit for your intended activity.
• Information on pesticide use and other activities that may affect your hunting can be found at www.doc.govt.nz/hunting
• Hunters must always identify their target beyond all doubt! You are responsible every time you discharge your hunting weapon. Better safe than sorry.



4. The following activities are strictly prohibited :

• Hunting during the hours of darkness (1/2 hour after sunset to 1/2 hour 
before sunrise).

• Hunting with spotlights, torches, vehicle headlights, or any other artificial 
light source.

• Hunting with any night vision equipment, thermal imaging, infrared or heat 
detecting devices.

• Attaching a torch or other light source to a firearm.

• Hunting with any shotgun, rimfire rifle, 17 or 22 hornet calibre, air rifle, or 
tracer and incendiary type ammunition



5. No firearm shall be discharged:

• In the vicinity of huts, tracks, campsites, road-ends or other public places.

• Within 500m of a Great Walk Hut or track. 

• In a manner that endangers, frightens or annoys members of the public, or that 
endangers any property.



Standard Conditions….

8. Permission to cross any private land must be obtained from the land 
owner or occupier.

9. The Permit does not allow vehicles or dogs to be taken or used for 
hunting, unless otherwise stated in the Special Conditions above.



Special Conditions

When you apply for your permit there are sometimes special conditions, 
and the details for that area are shown in the permit.

For example:-

NOTES: Restrictions over Xmas Hols and Dogs are allowed



Special Conditions, what do they normally 
contain?

Exclusions: Usually roar periods and ballot blocks

Eg. Mt Aspiring National Park 



Open HuntingOpen HuntingOpen HuntingOpen Hunting
Where to view hunting maps 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/map





How to find out more

• Zoom in on the area 

• Click on the links

• Read up about it





Kinloch Kowhai Bush – Open Hunting 







BUT….. Not all 
have easy access

• For example





Other open hunting areas 
around here















Near St Bathans



And closer to home…





Southern Pisa Range 
(Cardrona Road)





Central Otago & The Remarkables 



Remarks Open Hunting Area map





NOTE:-
Beware of old maps 
on DOC website.

Left shows 
before Tenure Review



But what’s the grey area?



Restricted Hunting Areas



Go back to the DOC maps to identify it



Waikaia Forest

• Or go to DOC website and search it or Google it



The DOC site shows it is 
a restricted area permit











Other Restricted 
Hunting Areas in 
Southland 

• Waikaia Forest

• Mid Dome & Cupola Conservation Areas

• Leithen Bush Scenic Reserve

• Blue Mountains Forest (RHA)



Other Restricted Areas near here



Bendigo Scenic Reserve



Some areas are not as 
easy to find online

ie Not shown on open 
hunting permit map 
links



Mount Aurum

Mount Creighton







Mount Aurum





Mount Creighton



Dead Horse Creek

Maori Gully 

Minor Peak
Moke Creek 
Right Branch

Moke Creek
West Branch

Wire Creek

12 Mile Creek



Mt Creighton Mt Creighton Mt Creighton Mt Creighton Hunting areaHunting areaHunting areaHunting area

This went through Tenure Review a few years ago

6 new hunting blocks
• Minor Creek Jan – Sept only; Access via GY road
• Maori Gully – April – Sept only; Dogs allowed; Access via GY road (Sam Summers)
• Moke Creek West Branch No dates mentioned; access via Moke Lake
• Moke Creek Right Branch No dates mentioned; access via Moke Lake
• Dead Horse Creek – Heli Access only (Temporary)
• Wire Creek Heli Access only

• Twelve Mile – existing block April – Sept only















Greenstone / Caples RHA



All blocks in the 

Greenstone/Caples 

Recreational Hunting Area 

(RHA) are restricted 

permit blocks issued by way of 

two ballot draws, one for 

April/May each year (the 

croak) and one for June to 

September. Ballot applications 

are accepted in November and 

February for the respective 

ballot periods.

Greenstone/ Caples 



NB Lake Rere is not part of the RHA, it’s a separate hunting area which DOC issue 
permits for on a case-by-case basis. Hunters who access the block via Elfin Bay walkway 
also need prior permission from the Percy’s.

Geoff Owen/Melita from DOC confirmed in 2018 “If anyone enquires about the area feel 
free to enquire pass on my details as I issue permits with the approval of Dave Girling.”



Open Hunting except Open Hunting except Open Hunting except Open Hunting except 
balloted roar periodsballoted roar periodsballoted roar periodsballoted roar periods



Hawea Conservation 
Park / Lake Wanaka / 
Lower Matukituki



Wanaka Ballot

2022 The periods are:

Period 1: Sunday 20 March to Saturday 26 March
Period 2: Sunday 27 March to Saturday 2 April
Period 3: Sunday 3 April to Saturday 9 April
Period 4: Sunday 10 April to Saturday 16 April

Opens 1st Oct 2021  – closes 5th Nov 2021 
(Online application form)



Haast Ballots



Where does it take you when 
you click on the link on the map



Haast Roar Ballots
Closed on 24th Sept – cancellation spots avail 1 Dec

$40 per block

2022 Available periods:

Period 1 – Sunday 20 March to Saturday 26 March
Period 2 – Sunday 27 March to Saturday 2 April
Period 3 – Sunday 3 April to Saturday 9 April
Period 4 – Sunday 10 April to Saturday 16 April





Wapiti Foundation





Summary

• Make sure you have a valid permit at all times

• Open Hunting areas – many have exceptions, read carefully 

• Applying for ballots –
- Not all are online, eg Waikaia & Blue Mountains
- Some incur a cost (Haast, Wapiti) 
- Some are only available via the local DOC office
- Plan your trips ahead – phone up for cancellations

• Ask members about the areas

• Return all ballot information (RHAs, Wapiti etc)

• Dates of Ballots are on the website calendar



Useful website links:-

• DOC Hunting brochure
https://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/parks-and-recreation/hunting/hunting-in-conservation-areas-brochure.pdf



https://www.doc.govt.nz/hunting



We will upload this presentation to the We will upload this presentation to the We will upload this presentation to the We will upload this presentation to the 
members section on the websitemembers section on the websitemembers section on the websitemembers section on the website

Any Questions?Any Questions?Any Questions?Any Questions?


